
High School Level One- Ceramics- CBAs- Mid-Term 

1. Which common hand building method uses one ball of clay to form a pot? 
a) slab 
b) coil 
c) pinch 
d) wedge 

 
 

2. When forming a pinch pot, the clay is held in one hand while being pinched with 
the opposite hand in order to, 
a) form uniform coils 
b) control the shape and keep the walls even 
c) flatten the clay into a slab 
d) squeeze the air bubbles out of the clay 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3. The clay building technique that was used to create the above is: 
a) pinching 
b) coiling 
c) slab building 
d) all of the above 
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4. The decoration on the pot above is an excellent example of: 

a) pattern 
b) line 
c) repetition 
d) all of the above 

 
 
 
 

 

 
5. The shape of the cup above is an excellent example of the principle of design 

called, 
a) Variety 
b) Rhythm 
c) Balance 
d) Organic 
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6.Constructing the vase above requires slabs that are,  

a) plastic 
b) leather hard 
c) bone dry 
d) moist 

 
 
7. The design on a pinch pot must, 

a. fit the curved surface of the form 
b. represent the history of pinch pots 
c. include all elements of art 
d. include the name of the artist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued below…. 
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8. In the image above, select the technique the artist used to create the surface design: 

a. sgraffito 
b. underglaze or engobe painting 
c. incising or carving 
d. texture pressed into the clay 

 
 
9. The form of a coil pot is developed by: 

a. using a slab roller to flatten the sides 
b. adding coils one-by-one to build up a clay vessel  
c. modeling a block of clay using pushing and pulling 
d. using coils to reinforce the seams between slabs 

 
 
10. Which of the following statements about balance in ceramic form is true? 

a. an asymmetrical form can be visually balanced 
b. a form with a handle cannot be balanced 
c. a scale can help to determine if a form is balanced 
d. a ceramic form with a patterned surface decoration is not balanced 
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11. The element of design most prominent in the pot below is 

 
a. balance 
b. pinching 
c. line 
d. proportion 

 
12. Which of the following descriptions is a characteristic of leather hard clay? 

a. it holds its shape 
b. it readily deforms when cut or touched 
c. it is totally dry and brittle 
d. it is sticky and can be joined by blending 

 
13. The best time to incise or carve a texture into clay art work is when the clay is  

a. plastic 
b. leather hard 
c. bone dry 
d. bisque fired 

 
14. The artistic process includes imagining, investigating, constructing, and reflecting. 
Why is the step of reflection necessary? 

a. It is a school requirement to write essays 
b. It is one of the ways artists continue to grow and develop 
c. Being able to draw a reflective surface is important in ceramics. 
d. Reflection is similar to constructing. 
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15. How might a clay surface be decorated to have personal meaning? 

a. smooth the surface using a rubber rib 
b. sign your name on the base/bottom 
c. apply clear glaze to the bisqueware 
d. carve symbols into the design of the surface 
 

 
16. A skill is something that can be learned, and developed by practicing. Which of the 
following are skills that can be learned? 

a. pinching 
b. coiling 
c. slab  
d. all of the above 

 
17.  Which of the following terms do NOT refer to a part of a ceramic pot. 

a. neck 
b. lip 
c. eye 
d. foot 
 

18. The texture on the pot below was made by 
a. incising/carving 
b. impressing or stamping 
c. appliqué/sprigging 
d. sgraffito 

 
 



High School Level One- Ceramics- CBAs- Mid-Term 

 
 
19. Which one of the following statements is NOT true of clay? 

a. Clay is a naturally-occuring earthen material 
b. Clay can be molded when wet  
c. Clay hardens when dried or fired 
d. Clay expands as it dries 

 
20. The process of firing clay involves which of the following? 

a. It creates a permanent chemical change 
b. It makes the clay get harder and stronger 
c. It requires high temperatures 
d. All of the above 

 
21. Why was the ceramics discovery that clay hardens during firing important to the 
survival of early humans? 

a. They didn’t know what to do with fire until then 
b. They could make durable, rodent-proof storage containers for food  
c. Clay could be used to paint on cave walls 
d. They discovered a new art form  


